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later on, came to Paris to conclude the negotiation for the Concordat. I shall speak hereafter of Cardinal Con-salvi; I was at this time too young to know and appreciate him. The First Consul himself was much deceived respecting him, and there is every reason to believe that he was prejudiced against him by the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
A person every way worthy of credit says, in his excellent work upon the Consulate, that in a conversation he held with him at Malmaison, the First Consul mentioned that the Cardinal jested as freely as a young musketeer, and had told M. de Talleyrand THAT HE WAS
AS FOND OF PLEASURE AS ANYONE, AND THAT HE HAD OBTAINED A REPUTATION FOR DEVOTION WHICH HE DID NOT POSSESS.
I repeat, the person who reports this conversation with the First Consul is a man of honor, and worthy of credence. What he reports the First Consul had undoubtedly said to him. I can equally answer for Napoleon. He could dissemble and give a false coloring to a story, but was never guilty of direct falsehood to the extent here imputed to him. The minister must himself have been deceived, for had Cardinal Consalvi been as profligate as a Borgia, and as impious as the fifth Sixtus, it is impossible that he could so stupidly proclaim it.
All who have been honored with his acquaintance know that, whatever political license he might allow himself in conversation, he never, in the man of the world or even in the man of gallantry, forgot the dignity of the Cardinal. I have held frequent and intimate intercourse with him, and have in my possession more than thirty of his letters: and I can affirm that I never heard him utter an unbecoming word, or received from him a single line that passed the bounds of decorum.
About this time M. Portalis the elder presented to the Council of State a brief of Pope Pius VII., authorizing M. de Talleyrand to return to a secular life. Regnault de Saint Jean-d'Angely asked: "What the Council could possibly have to do with the conscience of a man: we are called upon to admit or reject a brief that grants to a person all indulgence and enjoyment of those civil rights of which he himself is in possession. I contend that the Council cannot have anything to do with it."e Cardinal Archbishop of Genoa),  and  Father Corselli,   also  a Cardinal  with the most distinguished orators.
